
Pushaw Lake Water Testing Update Summer, 2023 Update 



Dissolved Oxygen (DO): the higher the be er 
Measure of temperature and amount of oxygen dissolved in water at 1 
meter increments top to bo om. Factors affec ng DO include lake 
mixing (seasonal turnovers), algae growth, and stra fica on. 
 

 Pushaw Lake 2022 results averaged 8.3 mg/l surface and 7.1 
mg/l bo om with no observed significant stra fica on 
events.  Oxygen levels indicate good mixing.    

Clarity:  the higher the be er 
Measure of distance that an object can be viewed under the water 
from the surface of the lake (in meters).  Factors affec ng clarity 
include recent rainfall, runoff, algae, silt and water color.  
 

Pushaw Lake 2022 results averaged  3.9 meters, up slightly 
from 2021 but below 2020 good results.  Overall, clarity 
con nues in a stable trend over me. 

Phosphorus: the lower the be er 
Measure of phosphorus content in water in parts per billion (ppb). 
Factors affec ng phosphorus levels include rainfall/runoff, faulty sep c 
systems, lakeside hygiene, shoreline buffer removal,  etc. Phosphorus 
numbers in the low teens are enough to trigger an algae bloom! 
 
 Pushaw Lake 2022 results averaged 17.7 ppb, which 

con nues the good downward trend of 5 year running 
averages for the last 3 years.  Overall, however, 
phosphorus levels remain to high, high enough to 
support an algae bloom and remain our primary water 

quality risk.    
 

What do the water tests mean?  


